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SUBJECT: Possible statement on agenoy formula. 

Jaok Raymond and I have discussed at length the 
possibility of a statement whioh would have the effect 
of disposing of or putting aside the Interpretations 
and speculations surrounding the Secretary's remarks 
at his press conference on November 2? to the effect 
that we "mlght"deal with some GDR personnel's agents 
of the Soviet Union". The more we discussed It and 
the more we tried to find a formula, the more It seemed 
to us that any statement which could betftwed at this 
Juncture would probably result In further mis Inter- /;, 
pre tat Ions and probably worsen the situation on the 
- - - - -• -• -» As of the moment 



prlnolite of "qui s'exouse, s'aoouse". As of the moment 
the contingency Instructions have not been changed and Irf" 
*he Soviet Union has not In faot renounced Its responsi- XJ/-, 
llties. The USSR has only threatened to do so after /M/ia 
period of grace. If In fact the USSR renounoed Its Ujf" , 
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the Soviet Union has not In faot renounced Its responsi 

blllties. The USSR has only threatened to do so after 

a period of grace. If In fact the USSR renounoed Its 

obligations then the agency theory would be Invalid. On fl tLxy ^ 

the other hand, our baslo legal position Is that the » i/tfU*'^ 

USSR cannot unilaterally divest Itself of these obll- IA» 

gatlons. Consequently we are there pinioned. Moreover 

a review bfi the press Indicates that the flurry Is dying 

down somewhat and our estimate of the current propsect 

is that It will probably continue to do so. Mayor Willie 

Brandt said to Hlokenlooper yesterday, somewhat wryly, 

that "It Is perhaps fortunate that the reoent Russian 

note has thrust speculation concerning the Secretary's 

remarks Into the background." Moscow reports that the 

Soviet press yesterday referred to the press conference 

"with main attention to statement of Allied readiness 

for contacts with GDR officials. Treatment Implies that 

the statement Is based on common position worked out 

among Western Powers," Here lies another possible danger 

If a statement were made Implying that we would not deal 

with GDR officials at this stage, we might simply provoke 

Moscow into making a test. Everything considered Jack 

Raymond and I concluded that the furthS?est we could go 

would be to make public the clarifying line contained 
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